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Farmingville, NY – O n O ctober 23 , C ounc ilwoman Jane  Bonner joined  s tudents  from Western Suffolk  BO C ES  who
partic ipated in the 2015 Shellfish Mariculture P rogram at C edar Beach. The program, which is  sponsored by the Town
of Brookhaven, is  aimed  at  educating  s tudents  about  aquaculture  techniques  and  how to  raise  seed  c lams  and
oys ters  for planting at public  res toration s ites . P ic tured at left (front row, left to right) are Malynda N ichol, Wes tern
Suffolk BO C ES O utdoor Environmental Ed Spec ialis t; North Babylon H igh School s tudents  Tyler Ramirez and Kris tina
Scheid; C ounc ilwoman Bonner and North Babylon H igh School Biology Teacher John Jaeger. Back row, left to right are
Tom C arrano, Town of Brookhaven A ss is tant  Waterways  Management  Supervisor and  North  Babylon H igh  School
Sc ience  Teacher Thomas  Murphy, preparing seed c lams  for planting in Mount  Sinai  Harbor. P ic tured on right  with
C ounc ilwoman Bonner are  Bay  Management Spec ialis ts  Emily  Goldner and C raig Strong planting oys ters  in Mount
Sinai Harbor.

A s  part of the Shellfish Mariculture P rogram, the Town provides  shellfish rafts , mooring supplies  to anchor the rafts
and shellfish to s tock the rafts . Students  do the work required while being supervised by their teachers  and Town of
Brookhaven personnel. The Town also provides  personnel and machinery to ass is t in the ins tallation and removal of
the rafts  and periodic  maintenance.

“O ur oys ter  and  c lam res toration  program at  Mount  Sinai  Harbor and  other  waterways  around  the  Town helps  to
preserve  our  marine  life  and  protec t  the  environment,”  said  C ounc ilwoman  Bonner.  “The  added  benefit  is  the
opportunity  to  educate  s tudents  so  they  will  continue  to  make  progress  in  maintaining  and  growing  the  shellfish
population.”
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